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Loddon Rivers Week  
 

A number of ‘Rivers Weeks’ have taken place within the Loddon Catchment in the past, 

coordinated by the Environment Agency and supported by a variety of partners. The initiative 

saw a range of improvements to the rivers of the catchment delivered, but the event had not 

been continued in recent years.    

The Loddon Catchment Partnership (LCP) sought funding from Thames Water’s ‘River and 

Wetlands Community Days fund’ to run a Loddon Rivers Week in 2017, building upon the work 

that had come before. The objectives of the proposed project were to: 

 To inspire and facilitate habitat improvements, working with natural processes to 

improve the ecological status of the catchment's rivers  

 To provide opportunities for community groups, fishing clubs, landowners and others 

to help deliver practical improvements 

 To provide participants with information to support them in enable planning their own 

future works as a result 

 

The partnership were successful in securing £5000 from Thames Water, and catchment 

coordinator Becky Hibbert was able to secure a further £5000 from the Environment Agency’s 

‘Fisheries Improvement Projects’ Fund to complement the Thames Water funding. 

 

A number of potential delivery sites were identified for the Thames Water bid, and projects 

were then taken forward according to the amount of funding available. The activities funded 

through the grants received for Loddon Rivers Week were: 

 Coordination of the Loddon Rivers Week programme 

 Enhancements to the Whitewater at Bassetts Mead 

 Enhancements to the Blackwater at Rushmoor Bottom  

 Enhancements to the Blackwater at Hawley Meadows 

 Enhancements to the Blackwater at Frimley Hatches 

 Enhancements to the Lake at Maiden Erlegh 

 Guided walk / demonstrations at Bassetts Mead nature reserve, celebrating World 

Rivers Day.  

 

Details of the works undertaken, and the related engagement activities, are provided in the 

following pages. A summary of the collective achievements of the initiative, and an overview of 

future work that will be undertaken as a result, are provided at the end of this report. One 

objective of the application (titled ‘Loddon Rivers Week and Beyond!) was to facilitate the 

delivery of works across the catchment more widely, by sharing advice and experience gained 

during the week with wider partners and stakeholders; the points in the final section of this 

report therefore capture action around both practical on-site delivery, and about the planning 

and administration of in-river working, which the partnership hopes will be valuable to a wide 

range of stakeholders in the catchment and beyond.  
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Maiden Erlegh  
 

Project: Construction & Installation of vegetated floating islands 

Objective:  To explore and build different designs of floating islands that provide habitat and 

additional vegetation, increasing the processing of nutrients in this eutrophic waterbody. 

 

WFD Status (2016):  

n/a, not a WFD Monitored waterbody 

 

Site Description:  

The lake at Maiden Erlegh and its surroundings provide a welcome area of green space in the 

centre of Reading. It is a popular site managed by Earley Town Council and drains into a small 

stream that runs through Moor Copse and meets the River Loddon near the showcase cinema 

at Winnersh, just upstream of Dinton Pastures.It is fed from the surface water drainage 

network and suffers from substantial silt inputs. It is also nutrient rich, partly as a consequence 

of its large population of waterfowl. In the past, efforts to establish marginal vegetation have 

suffered from heavy grazing by the geese and swans. This was resolved using a long stretch 

of fencing to protect new planting, but there have been concerns that it is unsightly. In addition, 

the fish population in the lake is unbalanced with high numbers of larger individuals and few 

areas where juveniles and smaller species can hide from predators.  

Plants established on floating islands are reported to remove up to 20 times more nutrients 

than an equivalent stretch of marginal vegetation. They also provide shade and the roots give 

refuge to small fish and invertebrates who graze on the high density of algae that develop in 

the nutrient rich waters.  

 

Works method: 

 Two buoyant frames were used to support the islands; Island 1 was constructed using 

domestic drainage pipe supplied from a local builders merchant, and used ‘push-fit’ 

connectors to seal the corners. Island 2 used a frame donated by the LFCC. The joins were 

made using a welding cement.  

 Island 1 had a supporting base of plastic grass mesh which was wrapped in an ‘envelope 

style’ around the frame, enclosing the coir mesh that formed the substrate for the plants. 

Island 2 used a discarded ‘Heras’ (galvanised construction) fence panel as the base. Both 

islands used ‘cable ties’ to fix the bases and coir to the buoyant frames. 

 Fixing posts to support the protective fencing were incorporated into the design. 

 The islands were planted up with a mixture of native marginal species including iris (Iris 

pseudacorus), bog bean (Menyanthes trifoliata), purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), water 

mint (Metha aquatic) and common reed (Phragmites australis). 

 The islands were then towed into position and tethered to the existing protective fence line. 
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Figure 1: Island 1 taking shape 

 

 
Figure 2: She floats! 

 

 
Figure 3: Island 2 heading out - there’s a lot of lake shore to fill. 
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Outcomes: 

 Two islands were built and launched as a pilot project 

 The islands deliver extra potential to filter and clean nutrient rich water 

 Small fish and invertebrates now have additional habitat and shelter from predators 

 Further floating frames have been donated to the project by Thames 21 for future 

deployment. 

 

Engagement & Dissemination: 

10 volunteers and two staff from Earley Town council were involved over 2 days, raising awareness 

in visitors to the site of issues surrounding high nutrient levels in the lake. The response to postings 

on social media showed the projects caught the imagination of the public. Publicity for the events 

was delayed due to teething problems with obtaining consents for the river based tasks (see below 

in the Bassetts Mead report). Earlier publicity and greater incorporation of social media will be a 

powerful way of publicising future events. 

 

Top lesson to share: 

 The design of the islands was based on similar installations elsewhere but was adapted to 

the situation. Choosing the right mesh density of the coir which forms the base makes 

planting easier – here we found a double layer of coir, using finer mesh (CoirMesh™ 900) for 

the base and a coarser mesh (CoirMesh™ 700) to plant in, worked best. Incorporating a 

means to erect the protective fence around the island needs to be considered at an early 

stage of the design. 
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Bassetts Mead  
 

Project: Installation of Large Woody Debris (LWD) features at multiple locations within the site 

Objective:  To diversify channel morphology and create flow turbulence, to complement 

existing pool and riffle features.  

 

WFD Status (2016): Whitewater 

Overall WFD status:  Poor Failing 

Elements: 

Fish - Poor 

Dissolved Oxygen - Moderate 

 

Site Description: The River Whitewater runs along the eastern edge of Bassetts Mead Nature 

reserve, a site managed by HIWWT on behalf of Hook Parish Council. It has been a long-term 

aspiration to enhance the river channel, particularly through the downstream end of the site, 

where surveys highlighted that the river was 'over-deep, over-wide, silty, and lacking in 

suitable spawning substrate and nursery habitat'.  Work was undertaken in 2010 to create a 

series of pool and riffle sequences throughout the site, with the EA fisheries officer 

recommending that the future installation of LWD be considered once those works had bedded 

in. This work therefore built upon that, with the aim of further diversifying the form of the 

channel (morphology) and the flow characteristics throughout the site, creating more flow 

turbulence and habitat diversity around the riffles and pools. The locations for LWD installation 

were also in part chosen as they were located near to trees which have yielded material that 

could be used in the works; this minimised the potential for damage to the site’s riverbanks 

that could have resulted from moving materials long distances across wet ground. 

 

Works method: 

 Timber was yielded by previous tree works, and had been cut to the length required for 

installation. The timbers were at least 30cm in diameter and 3m in length.  

 The timbers were moved into position such that they were angled upstream, in accordance 

with best practice guidance published by the Wild Trout Trust. This is because downstream-

facing groynes tend to generate scour behind the downstream end of the timber, causing 

erosion of the bank, whereas upstream-facing groynes allow materials to accumulate 

upstream of them, directing flow to the downstream tip of the timber and creating an area of 

mid-stream scour instead. Timbers were installed within the recommended range of 30 - 

45 to the bankline, and did not protrude more than more than half the width of the river 

channel in order to ensure that conveyance and fish passage would not be impeded. 

 They were positioned such that around 2/3 of the length protruded into the channel, with 

1/3 being within the bank, so that the timbers would be secure against high flows or flood 

events. 

 The in-stream end of each timber was staked into place by adding a chestnut stake set 

slightly back from the end of the timber, driven into the river bed at either side of the log. The 

log was then wired down by attaching wire back and forth between the stakes, and driving 

them slightly further in to the bed in order to pull the wire tight.  

 The timbers were also be drilled through and tied in to the bed using road pins, in order 

to provide extra security.  

 

 

http://www.wildtrout.org/sites/default/files/library/Large_Woody_Debris.pdf
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Figure 4: Timbers yielded by tree works 

 

 
Figure 5: Upstream-facing LWD creating mid-stream scour 
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Figure 5: Volunteers celebrating completion of the 2nd LWD feature 

 

Outcomes: 

 Several Large and Coarse WD features installed, during or after Loddon Rivers Week 

 12 volunteers involved in installation; 20 other individuals engaged with via subsequent 

volunteer work parties / site visits 

 New areas of clean gravel observed shortly after installation; increased flow turbulence has 

therefore been successfully generated. This will increase potential spawning habitat for fish, 

and could help to counter low dissolved oxygen levels.  

 

Engagement & Dissemination: 

Seven volunteers assisted with installation during Loddon Rivers Week, and a further volunteer 

task was held subsequently, attended by another five volunteers. The works were also discussed 

during the World Rivers Day visit on the final day of Loddon Rivers Week.  

The site is well visited by local residents and the works are visible from the permissive footpath that 

runs along the river. They will also be discussed during future walks or other on-site events, and so 

will be valuable in sharing ideas around the use of LWD with catchment stakeholders.  

 

Top lesson to share: 

 Work on or near main rivers is regulated by environmental permitting. A Flood Risk Activity 

Permit, or FRAP (from EA, formerly known as flood defence consents) or Ordinary 

Watercourse Consent (for non-main rivers, issued by the Lead Local Flood Authority) will be 

required for the majority of enhancement works across the catchment. The process of 

applying for consent can be quite involved, and wider stakeholders have reported finding the 

process complicated and time consuming. Some of the checklists and documents 

developed to help with the process of applying for consent for Bassetts Mead, and for other 

LRW sites, could be usefully shared with wider stakeholders. These will be adapted / 

summarised as appropriate and shared via the Loddon Catchment Partnership website.  
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Rushmoor Bottom 
 

Project: Installation of Brash Bundles, modification of sluices  

Objective:  To reinstate a more natural channel morphology, improving biodiversity and 

retention of high waters. 

 

WFD Status (2016): Cove Brook 

Overall WFD status 

 

Bad Failing 

Elements: 

Invertebrates – Bad 

Dissolved Oxygen - Poor 

Fish - Moderate 

 

Site Description: Rushmoor Bottom is a small tributary in the catchment of the Cove Brook, close 

to the Basingstoke Canal. It forms part of the Wellesley Woodlands west of Aldershot, with the 

stream flowing north towards the junction of Fleet Road and Clubhouse Road. A former army 

stream, it was straightened by the Victorians, with substantial sluices creating impounded and boggy 

areas.  

Until a few years ago, the stream was a straight deeply incised channel, around 4ft across, with long 

sections brick lined, but since 2015 The Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership have been 

working to restore the stream to a more natural morphology.   

 

Works method: 

 In previous years, woody debris features (logs or faggots) have been installed in the channel 

upstream of the uppermost sluice. This work encouraged the river to meander, producing 

areas of erosion and sedimentation along its entire route. This creates ideal niches for 

invertebrates and for riparian vegetation to become established; features which can also help 

slow flood events by retaining more peak flows in the upper catchment. 

 Downstream, a key constraint was the stepped profile created by the three high sluices. 

During Rivers Week the volunteers removed the top log from all three of the sluices, which 

allows for a more naturalised flow regime, and also helps to reduce the barriers to wildlife 

movement along the stream. 

 The silt behind the top log of each of the downstream-most sluices was dug out, and a small 

hand winch used to drag the log clear. The upstream-most sluice was a single sleeper 

construction, meaning the entire structure could be removed, using a winch to drag out the 

sleeper and then the numerous metal posts that had been installed to hold the log in place. 

 With the impoundments now removed or reduced, woody debris was then used to help 

reinstate some diversity of flow and form. Cut scrub was harvested to construct brash 

bundles or faggots which were installed in the channel, tied with wire then fixed into the 

channel using stakes, also pointed from the cut brash.  

 In the coming months and years, the BVCP will monitor how the river profile changes as a 

result of the improvement works, and will then further lower the sluices as appropriate, to 

create a more natural stream profile. More of the canopy will also be opened up to 

encourage further riparian vegetation, creating habitat connectivity between the  marsh and 

Rushmoor Bottom Meadow 

 

 



11 
 

 
 Figure 7: Volunteers hammering in stakes to retain LWD features, © BVCP 

 

  

 
Figure 8: Volunteers digging out the sleeper sluice, © BVCP 
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Figure 9: the removed sluice, © BVCP 

 

Outcomes: 

 Two sluices lowered and one removed, plus 5 Woody debris features installed 

 8 volunteers and several BVCP staff members were involved in installation, with visitors to 

the site able to see the works undertaken  

 The woody debris features will increase habitat availability to invertebrates, and the 

modification / removal of impounding structures has helped to recreate a more natural 

channel & flow profile, improving habitat connectivity.  

 

Engagement & Dissemination: 

BVCP volunteers assisted with installation and so will be well equipped to support the partnership 

with future enhancement works in the Blackwater Valley. The tasks, and their outcomes, have also 

been promoted on the well-read Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership blog, which features a 

more detailed report on the works at each of the three BVCP sites.  

 

Top lesson to share: 

The novel element of work at this site was the partial removal of sluices which act as an 

impoundment. Due to their size and weight they were difficult to remove with manpower alone; after 

digging out any silt that had built up immediately behind, long iron bars were used as levels to free 

the logs, and then a winch was used to extract them. Using this technique made an otherwise 

difficult job much more easily achievable.    

  

https://blackwatervalleycountryside.wordpress.com/2017/10/02/river-restoration-along-the-blackwater-valley/
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Frimley Hatches 
 

Project: Installation of woody debris features 

Objective:  To reinstate a more natural channel morphology, improving biodiversity and 

retention of high waters. 

 

WFD Status (2016): Blackwater (Aldershot to Cove Brook confluence at Hawley) 

Overall WFD Status: Poor (Relevant) 

Failing 

Elements: 

Fish – Poor 

Invertebrates - Moderate 

Aquatic Plants - Moderate 

 

Site Description: Frimley Hatches runs along the east of the A331 and north of Coleford Bridge 

Road. The channel has been heavily altered over time, with large portions of the River Blackwater 

being redirected to make way for the adjoining Blackwater Valley Road. The BVCP have been 

working on river enhancement projects at Frimley Hatches for a number of years. In 2012, the EA 

helped the partnership to create the Frimley Hatches River Restoration Plan, which set out 25 tasks 

that would help to deliver improvements to the channel in line with WFD targets. The plan included 

the creation of riffles (small rapids) and the installation of woody debris at 12 locations. Rivers 

Week 2017 gave the partnership the opportunity to deliver a number of the outstanding actions 

within the plan. 

 

Works method: 

 Chestnut stakes were sustainably sourced from the volunteers at Rowhill Nature 

Reserve, used because chestnut is one of the most resilient types of timber to use in-

river. It does not readily rot, but neither does it commonly re-sprout, which can be an 

issue if using willows.  

 Stakes were hammered in to place, and logs positioned between them and wired in 

to place. As described for Bassetts Mead, the woody debris was fixed facing 

upstream. During high flows the water moves over the woody debris then is 

directed off at right angles, so fixing the log facing downstream can push water into 

the bank, potentially contributing to bank erosion  

 Where bankside trees were growing, they were laid into the river instead of being 

felled. This has a number of advantages, including that the trees remain securely 

fixed to the bank and so are not at risk of being washed away in flood flows, and 

that as a result, fewer stakes are required to secure the timbers into place.  
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Figure 10: Positioning & fixing Woody Debris features into place, ©BVCP 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11: Creating LWD features 

by laying bankside trees, ©BVCP 
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Figure 12: Diagram from BVCP blog illustrating the scouring of gravel beds downstream of 

LWD features, ©BVCP.  

 

Outcomes: 

 5 Woody debris features installed 

 14 volunteers and several BVCP staff members were involved in installation, with visitors to 

the site able to see the works undertaken  

 The woody debris features will help to diversify the flow of the river. Especially where the 

channel had been straightened, the river was over-wide and slow flowing, resulting in 

excess sedimentation. The woody debris speeds up the water, scouring off the silt to 

expose the underlying gravels, increasing opportunities for fish spawning. The areas of 

slack water created also provide niches for invertebrates and for fish fry and to shelter. 

 

Engagement & Dissemination: 

BVCP volunteers assisted with installation and so will be well equipped to support the partnership 

with future enhancement works in the Blackwater Valley. The tasks, and their outcomes, have also 

been promoted on the well-read Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership blog, which features a 

more detailed report on the works at each of the three BVCP sites.  

 

Top lesson to share: 

When laying trees into the channel, branches can hold the main trunk out of the water, reducing the 

effectiveness of the feature as much of the flow can pass underneath and so is not affected by the 

LWD. It is helpful to prune off the branches facing the water, whilst the tree is still standing, prior to it 

being laid.  When positioned, forks in branches provide a useful junction in which to position stakes, 

and the canopy can then be pruned to suit, so that it is not extending more than half way across the 

channel.  

https://blackwatervalleycountryside.wordpress.com/2017/10/02/river-restoration-along-the-blackwater-valley/
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Hawley Meadows  
 

Project: Installation of woody debris to stabilise the gravel bed 

Objective:  To allow silts to deposit behind the woody debris and allow the establishment of 

vegetated banks, which will direct water flow into the centre of the channel to help keep the 

gravel spawning habitat scoured clean. 

 

WFD Status (2016): Blackwater (Aldershot to Cove Brook confluence at Hawley) 

Overall WFD Status: Poor (Relevant) 

Failing 

Elements: 

Fish – Poor 

Invertebrates - Moderate 

Aquatic Plants - Moderate 

 

Site Description: Hawley Meadows is a thin unimproved grassland site straddling the River 

Blackwater at its confluence with the Cove Brook. Around 70% of the River Blackwater channel 

is man made, since the braided meandering channel was diverted to make way for the A331, so 

the issues are similar to those at other stretches; an over-wide or over-deepened channel, with 

limited variability in morphology or flow conditions. Again, the BVCP had worked with EA to 

create a site Fisheries & Conservation Management Plan, and have undertaken many of the 22 

actions contained. Rivers Week 2017 gave them the opportunity to build upon this past work.  

 

Works method: 

 In previous works, EA and BVCP deposited gravel at an old ford to act as a fish spawning 

ground. Floating mats of vegetation adjacent to the upstream banks help to narrow the 

channel and force flow to the centre, exposing the central gravels, but they are permeable to 

flow, and also and die back in the winter, so are not as effective at maintaining scour as a 

more permanent feature would be.  

 To correct this, woody debris features were installed upstream of the ford to slow down the 

water flowing through the floating vegetation mats. This slower water should deposit silts 

behind the woody debris and build up year-round vegetated banks. 

 An iron bar was used to make a hole in the river bed and chestnut stakes were hammered in. 

Logs from Hawley Meadows were then wired to the stakes, fixing the logs in place. The 

structures were placed facing upstream for the purpose of directing the bulk of the flow into 

the centre of the channel. 
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Figure 13: Floating vegetation seen upstream of the ford, only partially effective at keeping the 

gravels scoured clean, © BVCP 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 14: Logs being wired in 

place along the banks, so trap 

silt and allow vegetated banks 

to establish, © BVCP 
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Figure 15: Woody Debris features seen installed upstream of the ford, © BVCP 

 

Outcomes: 

 2 Woody debris features installed 

 BVCP rangers undertook the installation, whilst visitors to the site will be able to see the 

works that were undertaken  

 The woody debris features will help to ensure that the bed gravels remain scoured clean. 

The deposition of fine silt on gravels where fish have laid their eggs is extremely 

detrimental as it can cut off the supply of oxygen, either physically (smothering) or 

biochemically (as the breakdown of organic materials within the sediment creates a high 

oxygen demand, effectively ‘outcompeting’ the developing eggs). The concentration of 

water into a central ‘channel’ will ensure that the stream has enough energy to carry 

away silt, even under low-flow conditions when deposition would normally occur.      

 

Engagement & Dissemination: 

BVCP volunteers assisted with installation and so will be well equipped to support the partnership 

with future enhancement works in the Blackwater Valley. The tasks, and their outcomes, have also 

been promoted on the well-read Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership blog, which features a 

more detailed report on the works at each of the three BVCP sites.  

 

Top lesson to share: 

At this site parts of the work were undertaken from the river, in areas where access in and out of the 

channel was restricted. It was found that for these sections, storing tools in the boat when not in use, 

rather than attempting to exit the channel to place them clear of the water, meant that any 

disturbance or potential damage to the banks was eliminated, and also that the staff working in the 

channel were not putting themselves at risk  by using inappropriate access / egress routes.       

https://blackwatervalleycountryside.wordpress.com/2017/10/02/river-restoration-along-the-blackwater-valley/
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World Rivers Day Event 
 

Project: Guided walk and demonstration event at Bassetts Mead  

Objective:  To introduce a range of techniques and issues to visitors to the site, particularly 

those involved in river management (e.g. fisheries, riparian owners)  

 

Event Description: Along with other Rivers Week activities, the event was publicised via 

flyers and posters distributed to the Loddon Catchment Partnership mailing list, and via the 

LCP website and the social media outlets used by project partners. An overview of the 

audiences reached is given on the following section of this report.  

 

Works details: 

 The works undertaken on the Whitewater during Loddon Rivers Week 2017, and previously, 

were discussed with attendees. Photographs from other Rivers Week locations were used to 

describe some of the enhancements undertaken at other sites within the catchment. 

 A kick sampling demonstration was given and the invertebrate sample discussed in the 

context of the Riverfly Sampling initiative.   

 Wider discussion took place around the issues impacting rivers in the Loddon catchment, 

including abstraction, flood risk management, phosphate pollution, access pressures, and 

Invasive non-native species. 

 

 
Figure 16: Loddon Rivers Week Promotional material 

 

Outcomes: 

 The variety of works undertaken as part of Loddon Rivers Week were showcased 

 Awareness was raised about the range of issues impacting the rivers of the catchment 

 Ideas for potential future projects across the catchment or on specific waterbodies were 

discussed with the attendees 
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Engagement and dissemination Highlights / Plans 
 

Social Media Statistics 

Details of Loddon Rivers Week were shared via the LCP website, and with the stakeholder mailing 

list of over 130 key stakeholders (riparian landowners, fisheries interests, practitioners and bodies 

with management responsibilities or other interests in the Loddon’s rivers). 

Details were also shared by a number of the partners via social media. The full extent of publicity is 

therefore unknown, but as an example, catchment co-hosts SERT carried out a quick analysis of 

their postings’ impact immediately following Loddon Rivers Week. These only represent early 

returns from the SERT website / twitter feeds. We know BVCP and other partners have also posted 

blogs but do not have equivalent figures to date. 

 

 
Facebook 
 
3 posts #LoddonRiversWeek - creation of islands and Blackwater restoration - seen by 17,899 
people in the first week.  
 
Twitter 
 
9 tweets - this includes #LoddonRiversWeek and the tweets about the blog which promoted it - seen 
by 5067 people in the first week.  
 

The event was reported back to the Loddon Fisheries and Conservation Consultative meeting 

where it was well received. 
 

‘It’s great to see a range of activities and projects really happening in the catchment’ 
 

Our colleagues at the EA were also active in publicising the event to co-workers. Some of the 

comments received back are included below: 
 

‘The Hydrometry and Telemetry team had a great day out on the (River) Whitewater as their 
environmental leave day. It was such a buzz to make such a visible and instant positive 
improvement to the channel’ 
 

As a result, 3 further teams have asked to be included in future events. 
 

 

 

Closer working with Thames Water 

By coincidence, Thames Water were running an event which coincided with Loddon Rivers Week 

and would likely be of interest to a similar audience. As such the event was publicised alongside the 

Rivers Week programme. Discussion with the event organiser has led to the following outcomes: 

 The LCP Steering Group are invited to attend a repeat of the event to learn more about 

Thames Water’s Waste Water management practices. 

 The LCP hosts will meet with Thames Water contacts to discuss options for knowledge 

sharing and closer working within the Loddon catchment.  
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Dissemination of Lessons Learned: 

 Reports from each site activity will be shared with all attendees of practical tasks and 

circulated to attendees of the World Rivers Day event. 

 Lessons learned regarding the Environmental Permitting application process will be 

summarised and shared in a ‘Hints & Tips’ document. Useful checklists and templates for the 

various documents which need to accompany an application can also be shared. 

Additionally, feedback from the partnership’s application process will be discussed with EA 

colleagues, to give them an understanding of the parts of the process which applicants find 

most challenging.  

Those partners who had been most closely involved with putting together the plans for works 

at the various Loddon Rivers Week sites feel that any efforts to support applicants across the 

catchment with what can otherwise become ‘an infuriating and time consuming process’ will 

potentially be one of the most valuable outputs of the week.  

 

 


